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                    January 8, 2020            

  6:30 PM 

 

  

The reorganization meeting of the Monroe Township Planning Commission was called to 

order by Michael Pykosh.   

 

 On the motion of Mr. Brymesser, and seconded by Mr. Swartz, and by unanimous 

vote of the members present, it was duly RESOLVED to select Sharon Nelson as 

Chairperson of the Planning Commission for 2020.  The meeting was turned over to Ms. 

Nelson. 

 

 On the motion of Mr. Swartz, and seconded by Ms. Nelson, and by unanimous vote 

of the members present, it was duly RESOLVED to select Sheldon Brymesser as Vice 

Chairman of the Planning Commission for 2020. 

 

 On the motion of Mr. Brymesser, and seconded by Mr. Mira, and by unanimous 

vote of the members present, it was duly RESOLVED to select Mark Swartz as Secretary 

of the Planning Commission for 2020. 

 

 The regular meeting of the Monroe Township Planning Commission was called to order 

by Chairperson Nelson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all. 

 

  

ATTENDANCE 

 

Sharon Nelson, Chairperson   Alex Suder, Engineer   

Sheldon Brymesser, Vice-Chairman  Michael Pykosh, Solicitor 

Mark Swartz, Secretary   Holly Wood, Recording Secretary 

Michael Mira      

                

 

MINUTES 

 

 On the motion of Mr. Swartz, and seconded by Mr. Brymesser, and by unanimous 

vote of the 2019 Planning Commission members present, it was duly RESOLVED to 

approve the minutes of the December 4, 2019 regular meeting. 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE      

 

 None  
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AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION    

 

 None   

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS   

 

 None 

  

  

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Porches of Allenberry – Phase II 

 

 Justin Kuhn of Integrated Development Partners was in attendance to present the plan.  

Mr. Kuhn said Phase I has approximately 20 of the 32 homes sold, so they are presenting Phase 

II a little earlier than planned.  He noted that he received Mr. Rogalski’s comments and spoke 

with him regarding those comments.  Mr. Kuhn feels that most of the comments are minor and 

will not be an issue to clean up.  Mr. Hoffman stated that he spoke with Mr. Kuhn before the 

meeting about the County’s comments, and that those comments were minor in nature also. 

 

 Mr. Kuhn noted that this plan was basically the same as what they presented in the 

original final land development plan originally with some minor detail changes, such as they 

updated the housing footprint to better reflect the actual look. Mr. Kuhn noted that the 

stormwater basins are all installed and working properly and most of the big stuff is complete or 

nearly complete. 

 

 Mr. Brymesser asked for confirmation that the sewer was being billed by South 

Middleton Municipal Authority at the Monroe Southern Sewer rate, which Mr. Kuhn confirmed 

in the positive.  Mr. Kuhn also noted that through that original agreement for sewer, South 

Middleton does the building permit reviews and most of the inspections also. 

 

Mr. Brymesser asked what the homes were selling for currently.  Mr. Kuhn said he thinks 

many are in the mid-400,000 range, but some are going higher due to the add-ons that people are 

requesting.  Mr. Swartz asked about the impact on the existing neighbors; he understood there 

was some issues with wells.  Mr. Kuhn said they did have 2 wells drilled for 2 existing 

neighbors.  Those neighbors’ wells were only about 50 feet deep, and at least one said the 

sediment issue they were having was not totally new, but worse since development started.  Mr. 

Kuhn said the new wells that were drilled were between 280 – 300 feet deep, and he has heard of 

no new issues.  Mr. Swartz thanked the developers for handling that situation and creating good 

will with their neighbors. 
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 Ms. Nelson asked if anybody heard anymore on the possible trail connection from the 

resort to the village.  Mr. Kuhn said he had not heard anything on that, but that if the talk was 

more with the resort, he would not be overly aware or involved in that. 

 

 Ms. Nelson questioned whether is was prudent to table the matter until February so Mr. 

Rogalski could attend and give verbal comments.  Mr. Kuhn was hoping for approval tonight to 

keep things moving as they were hoping to break ground on Phase II in early May.  Mr. Pykosh 

did not see tabling by the Planning Commission as necessary since it was agreed that most 

comments that needed addressed were minor in nature.  As long as Mr. Kuhn could address those 

comments by the February Board of Supervisors meeting, the Planning Commission could 

recommend approval based on the satisfaction of the comments.  Mr. Pykosh went on to point 

out that waiver requests as approved with the preliminary development plan were listed on the 

Phase II plan and should be recommended for approval as part of Phase II. 

 

 On the motion of Ms. Nelson, and seconded by Mr. Brymesser, and by unanimous 

vote of the members present, it was duly RESOLVED to recommend approval of the 14 

waivers previously approved with the preliminary plan as listed on the cover page of the 

Phase II plan. 

 

 On the motion of Mr. Brymesser, and seconded by Mr. Swartz, and by unanimous 

vote of the members it was duly RESOLVED to recommend approval of the plan 

contingent on the satisfaction of the Engineer’s comments dated January 8, 2020.  

   

 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 

  None 

 

 

STAFF COMMENTS 

 

 Steve Hoffman of the Cumberland County Planning Department noted the Municipal 

Outreach meeting that were planned for 2020.  He explained that these meeting are open to all 

municipal staff and boards as casual chats to networks and share concerns and projects that are in 

the works.  He noted that invites with an RSVP request will be sent out nearer to the meeting 

dates, but he invites all to attend. 

 

 Ms. Nelson asked if the County had any plans to host a Planning Commission course.  

She remembers attending one and felt it was well run and informative.  Mr. Hoffman said they 

are planning a Zoning Administrative course through PMPEI in the Spring that will consist of 3 

hours per evening over 3 evenings. 

 

Mr. Hoffman also noted that the County has been working to update their Hazard 

Mitigation Plan which should be final in the Spring of 2020.  A sample resolution will be sent 

out so municipalities can draft a resolution to adopt the plan.  He also noted that new floodplain 
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maps are projected to be effective in about 1 year, and there have been a few meetings held for 

municipalities and residents that were well attended.  He noted that more detailed information 

could be found on the County website with links for the proposed maps and FEMA sites there. 

 

Mr. Brymesser asked about the pending stormwater fee.  It was noted that the next 

stormwater workshop will be held January 29 at 7 PM.  Ms. Nelson reiterated her desire to have 

the Planning Commission read in on the plan as it develops because she has concerns on how it 

effects the job of the Planning Commission and the existing Comprehensive Plan. 

 

   

ADJOURN 

 

 On the motion of Mr. Swartz, and seconded by Mr. Brymesser, and by unanimous 

vote of the members it was duly RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting at 7:16 PM.  

 

      Respectfully submitted,    

      

 

      Holly Wood 

      Recording Secretary 


